” EXAMINATION a 


CONSIDERATION 


Of the unſound 


PRINCIPLES 


Upon which the 


Armies Pita 


| 
3 (Lately committed to publick view,) 


1s grounded. 


Whercin the Repentance of thoſe Army- 


men,and the Cotverfion of all other perſons from' 
che Error of their ways, who have n—_—_ Ho- 
ever) ated by the ſaid Principles,is moſt 
ly defiredand i y aimed at. 
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A pr C ws deration of "IRE Principle 


upon which the Armies late PLE A 
[21 15 grounded. 


mtg, Hat the principal End of pubic Government 
7 Ih I (ne8 ante the ey of ad) hep an 
0 ng goed: men, in _ "I" 


| 67 theend on. ini purges 4 
teRtion of goed men, (who are known only to God) aid Hye 
ſuch only as live iz ef godlonefs and foes 
many do not) this Government norwi 
godly, diſhoneſt and evil men may commit what outrages 
they will upon.one another. Add wiizens has: IC- 
ally and truly good , may be had in among 
men, as that which is highly eftcemed amang men, is abomina- 
tiox in the ſight of God; by this Government thus limited 
the good propleof God , wivſe life @ bid with Chriſt is 
» oof God, may be lable to -all the injuriesand miſchiefs 

they thac Saint themſelves, ——— tothe Apoltles 
Cn 


j rule)eftcem themſebves better than ot 
Tees 6 EBT 4 I 
STke the. firates duty ms of Gotermibens 
foe Sire ery pr Brie, while 


bs hvitation alſo expoſerh all good men, that are 
really andtrulyfuch, to the greateſt inſecurity ; it being 

| impoſible for chem to be ofoed that they ſhall be deem- 
F ed ſuch, Oy CI mar” 

A 3 5 


- . 
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or An Anſwer tothe Armies Plea. 
caſe; to wit, incaſe they to whom they are done , < nor 
| (o tive. Bur ſurely, no gbod'Government will perrhi it 16- 
| '  qwries to bedone toany perſon or perſons whatſoever, 
The third... That the belief and perſwaſion of Neeſon finds 
=_ that hath ſbined into the minds a entrof ma- 
and diſcreet men... 
dhe perhaps, even-in this, darkneſſe is put for light, 
andlight.for NarG For, it is too probable,that uch 
aprincipal f- Goverment: as {Hall ſerve only ſome 
mens: turnes,.m ay exclude from protegion by it, even 
ſome of thoſe diſcreet and \ſoder- men theraſelves , and 
gre th them' cauſe to-confeſfe thedarkneſſe-of that light. 
therwiſe, he thavia but deemed and'taken;or but ſuſpe- 
F 4s pot wp good man,.or an evil doer in ariy kind, may 
be torn jngiees by. hypocritical Zealots, or turned'out of 
his whole eſtate,: without any legal trial, or due proceſſe 
ea eel ie) ate chif 
The fourth, ah the peopies & the Sbveraie yo. '* 
and " oft Mas be: The peoples So lfery i the 
A is a good rule, in arightfenſe: thatis/when 
w_ [the peo fe] is.meanerhe whole Nati9n ; nt apart 
he pope themſelvesrbbe good men. And the Me2n- 
ing oy it may. be;: Thatall Laivs'in every Nation'ſhowſd 
bets ſuck as = ſcryertothatend;cheigeneralſafery-of that 
hole Nation; cin whichcuniverſal;'the Prince anU'Peets 
y-  eſpecially;comprehended, But if there be any L Lawal- 
ready enacted in this Nation thatis not more dilpro -< 
\..... 1 . 1. BBblezo.thapcndsthinthoſe moſtuntiendLaws an 
» ON 'TH Qomes: 276, uptn which thetrye: Government: rherboft 
founded, (under which that Supreme end hach been time 
out of mind obtained'tnuch'more fully char fince that was 
incerrupted,) is fuch-a;Law fif-alforhack pony? ers 
Rxoreſtacions; Commahdsand. OdieNgtfy & 66+ 
«8x Hoya, betgje it. be duly reprated byaticlafAAuthwriry 
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An Hiſwer to the Armies Pha:. 


rhat malleir Tfrhis be aſſerted, Whuttaffarance canthe 
people of the Land ever have, of life, eſtarezhriberty,by 
any ancient, preſent,or future Law or Laws, by what Au- 
thority ſoever eſtabliſhed? And wherhet the Law be con- 
venient to that end or not, whoſhall judge */ What, they. 
that have nothing t of, with'the Legiſlative Authority 2 

' That Kings, apdall 


po or his peoples 
Wo 200d! 7 --and all that have like 
aitherlr 5p every Natiop,* rhuſtf needs have” theit' civil 


ver from Go, and that  direffljand immediatly, there- , 
ad Aaralchee'F iporer betweeh 5 which. is) _ 


rinci Agd the erial, whicl1s the Kings: 
Fes mh A .ſ Nerweekiehar 'of the: Principal 


Cauſe,and.that of the carmen inany work bfaatute., ps 


wn What chen'can whatſodverhaveto do, to 
qa<ſtion, 'or Tana &Supretne Pet ſon, whom God 


| AS the =o own Miniſtere: Wharf lick 


ave Mes" 
cha Miniſtey of God 3- bod rry, arm pb 
was, the A Tehran love Jchat ns 
as hve-hio jo halfn's nſciertesnenberzvbgſub das 
pad] 07 ind ſike,) Burp tbe" Chi ihe. 

o this N Wcion h: have ever been Nu 
th Murth; tiotperteturore df it;as: IS 
aretherefore p mew): Scone) muthimo 
andimmediate Miniſtersv0 Himehavis theionly Suprone 
Heidof chEChurchychtitharHemhenwes) © WW 19 VAL 
"zl Fhereis not thereforglefe obedience davecrorhe(, «bur; 
more :'-Hbwſoever;fince they areche/Miblfays Gd, an 
35 his Miniſters , > entruſted of him, they muſtlneeds have: 
fall pow and- wuthority/ from God: ts-ptrfue #hat traſt + 
Thetefofe j45 rhe white Nation camnor <dequirthe Su-. 
pres lawful Magitrats ofthe(TiuſtSnoroadrttbe: an 
G 04a,, 


a Siren ws f14 Govertiouras Nero 


that art ingrtorir, are Cad; Mini The fifth. 


.aotGodsown 


ſubject 
exhorration, For thi 
or i of God, And left mer ſhoald rhink 
as the Ulnivetſat Cauſe of all otHetrhings, and tiot'as 
the fole atd immediare Auchor and Diſpenſer of ie, He ex-- 
preſly-denies it tb be of any other The powey hg s 
ne bu from God, For, letit be confidered; if it be not a- 
inſt att: ng,to think. the Apoſtle would ex- 
{Chriſtians to: obey the Qivil Power, only upon this: 
geiweral account, that it is from Godas alFthings elfe are; 
and not otherwiſe, For, ypon that account the exhortati-- 
on muſt needs alfo-carry them-ro obey a thief,and rhat for 
conſcieateſake'; foreven 2 thieſs' by” which he is: 
ableto rob add domichief, is (in this fenſe)as-much from 
God asthemoft lawfubpowerthat is, © 
The Apoſtles meaning rherforemuſt neceſſarilyBe(and' 
inthat the difference lies,) that the Civil power which the 
Magiſtrateas the Miniſter of Godis/endued with, is the. 
ſevia! donative and;gift of: God, whichthe other is-not 5 
yet they Both agree 18 rhis;tharthey are both(asall things 
elfe are) 5 ately front' God: As indeed} wharſoevet 
He doth; He dorh by Himſelf immedintely, not medzately,. 
preſatenery hers andimreryoing, Galt fx 
Þ p where, and in” fg, Rand' off at 2 di- 
ftaneoin any work of his How thay, in the collating of 
me Civil: power? If ic be his Authority and Power that: 
winHigMinifter, che Supreme MayNttare, ie is mWanifeſt- 
by againft-all truch ad ſens to itagine char Hegives ir 
wot immediately by Himſelf, who muſt'do every thing by: 
Himſets imenedliacely chats done by Hlirti, Andifit were 
Authociry which -is- iv the e Civil. 
Magiftrate,whoonly in himfelf withoue-Commitſhon from: 


this reafon of his & 


any cart . beaxeth the: (word; finee God alone: 


es Had e,. 
AK 


Aft Atfwtr tothe Armits Pies. 
it Yer. Shia impoſſible that it ſhoott be. jalf anT 
Jayfiil forgh E oY | 774 take. efife of 0 "tian 

m_ bo oe 6>far:the whole \ rant 
ef of M acie pet tuteed'to 
Pie Cod.they have no more pow __ life of any 
man, than any-one private derforrharh. It then-the 
er© erofall Soveraignty or Supteme Ani by whi che 
lite of bon in any. caſe, tnay arerdan takew-away,: bg 
Gods own peculiar, and not mans; it'is impoſſible 
that the wholepeople, or all the menia the world, ſhould 
give that.which isnone of theirs ro-give, * 
Hetherefore Fae hath a publick, known, certain, and 
unqueſtionable right-ro govern as ſupreme te, Ci- 
ther by ancient inheritance (which is the beſt and cleareſt 
right Ham can be hadof any thing,) or by any other juſt 
and lawful means,the ſame hath all civil power and autho- 
rity to govern only and immediately from God , whoſe 
peculiar it is, '.Inas much then as the tight and juſt ay- 
thority to goyern, 'is ſolely and immediately from God, 
where that right and power is once fixed, (by what means 
ſoever it firſt came ſoto be,) it is there fixed by God, and 
can never Jawfully(withour a ſpecial command from God) 
be refixed or diſannulled by man. | 
If this may not be 7 pot it really is,a clear demon- 
frationslet.it be dul partially Sad, nlarhe: 
there be any at all, ie) like ike exiietce for the oppoſite 
opinioggwhich is here laid asa Principle, without any proof; 
ar as main foundation, upon which a very great weight 
relies... . -- 
| Yet, without.doubt, the ſolidneſle of this Principle is 
the more tobe (uſp ed, becauſe none but Heathens and 
meere Polititians haye ever held it, till it came to be pro- 
teſled by ſome in this Nation, a few yearvlince, 
And thole firſt Authors fell into;it -aheerly upon-che 
accounc 


(#4 


-) p— 


- 5 ane 


An. Anſwer to the. Armies Plea. 
acronat of »fidelity; tor wit, in that they either kneiv no» 


thing of, 0r did not believe-that the only ecue God is the 


-worlds'Creator, and (by that fpecial- right):ebe ſole Go- 
vernour<hereof ; and<onſequently, that all power of go- 
veramem &- ſolely and preciſely His ; which (then,) it's 
.impoſlible that any ſhould have a right ro give but He. 
Secingchen, that Salwe populi, the peoples eternal 
{afetyis (indeed) the only ſupreme end in inumediate ſub- 
ordination toGods glory, ic world be well confidered by 
.them all,and eſpecially by them chat muſt «»ſwer for them 
all,and for themſelves too,whether it be nor the only ſafe 
way £0 that Supreme ſafety, (yea and totheir ral 
Jatety t00,) to do that wherein they cannot do amiſle : ## 
reſtore an acient Right : For, to do this, is no more nor 
leſſe but what natural righteouſneſle it ſelf requires, as 
the proper and inſeparable a and duty.of it, And, be- 


. fades that, the whole torrent of the Scriptures are for it, 


and not one fillable (ſo much as ſeemingly) agaiaſt it, Ic 
may be conſidered alſo that the-ſaid oppokite Opinionand 
Principle hach-ao foundation at All in Scripture , (norin 
the reaſon of a Chriſtian : ) For, therein, there is no men- 
tioa of the peoples giving Civil authority, or making a 
King,but where that King was made before of God,with- 
.outthe peoples content, or notice of ſuclia' thing, .Nei- 
ther is therein Scripture any Example of a peoples caRt- 


ing off finally their Dar gs 0 ot the ten Tribes : And 
ſpeci; 


yet that was by a appointment of God; but this 
was more than they then knew; and therefore, to them, 
it was as.their own at, and being 1o, God puniſh'd them 
for it with-perpetual and final derelition to Idolatry, There 
are no-[afe untrodden paths in the way to Heaven. . | 


That uncontrolable pawer and abjolute authority do becomt The cighth, 


none but only Him , whoſe natures perfet?, and-can do no 
Wrong. | 
p B.. Powes 


The ninth, 


An' anſwer tothe Arories Ples: 

Power i$abſolare'and uncontroulable two wayes, firſt, 
by being ſo'in ir ſelf intrinſecatly y:ſeoondly, by being fo 
1 relation toamen; that s, though ivdecontroulable'by 


- God the imtnediate Author of it, 'yet by men ir js nor. 


This uncontroulable authority in relacionto-men,muſt be 
found, and is; inall ſupreme Magiſtrage: For if ſupreme 
or chief Magiſtracie be comtroulable in them rhar juſtly 


- poflefle it by any other men, (of what quality, or -in what 
vCa 4 age they be, ) thoke Controulers themſelves 
either 


ve uncontroulable power , or - they have not: 
Ef they have not, then-may they alfo be controuled by 0- 
thers, and thofeagain byothers, and ſo onward,to an end- 
lefle and indeterminable confuſion; It they have , then 


'there is ſome-uncontroulable power beneath: that which is 


im God : And if fo; then certainly it can onlybe where 
God, from whom all power is, hath plac'd it;that is, where 
it hath ever viſibly refided, and 'praQtically appeared, by - 
divine permiffion, approbation, and ſpecial Ordination,, 
time out of minde.”'Tt it hath {o tefided and' appeared rime 
out of minde in thoſe that think they may comroul it i 
the Supreme Magiftrate, thewlec them tor ever have it :: 
But if 'on the contrary, it hath been. pablickly and experi- 
mentally:known'to have refided ever in the Supreme Ma- 
giftfate(whoſe Suptemacie hath beenrecognized even by 
National Oaths;) it is only His Right, maugre all that can. 


{with ſenſe) be ſaid to the contrary, 


That though Supreme Mariftrates be above every indivs 
&ual, yet are they beneath, and inferior untothe whole. 
;.. Certainly,;thewo much boldnefle , or the too httle: 
Srains of fach as being but a handful in compariſon of 


the whole wilt yet pretend the autherity of the whole: 


for. their lawieſke praftiſes, - may - jaſtly be- wondred 
et, There never was x Schamein:the C but the 
parties to it immediately took upon' them the Name- 
and Title of the Church, as if there were no Church,nor 

| any” 


4n Anſwer to theArmies Plea. - 
agy ue Chriſtians: befide- themſelves ; the unworthieft 
igdeed of al} other to-be ſo accounted. And exactifils * 
ic is in the Civil State : Any number of perfans once com- 
bined andformed-into a faRtion, (eſpecially having gain- 
ed power ehough, as they think, to prevail over the reſt, 
will immediately beſtow upon themſelves very liberally 
the Name ang Title of the Natron, the whole people; and 
the Common-wentth; and will certainly call their own Se- 
curity in their unrighteous wayes, the Pabliick ws z and 
the Common good ;and all other men, that juſtly hate the 
groſſe unrighteonſnefſe; the Common Enemy. Andhete, 
a Party not very conſiderable in compariſon of thewhole, 
takes upon them to talk of the whole, as if there- were no 
people in England,or none of any note belide themſelves, 
Or, if they ſpeak, i» behalf of the whole, (whoſe mend 
and will they either know not, or know' tobe juſtly - 4 
poſite to theirs,) they ſhould remember, that when the | 
 Wholeſhouldappear and ſhew themſelves intheir Unwer- / 
ſal capacity, in chooſing r_ _—_ full and equal Repre- 
ſentative wereto have the baſe hondage | 
To, os chr therein, as tobe made che Inflru- 
ments of their own deſtrution, Have any of the Kings - 
or Queens: of Enelend (o tyrannically encroached upon 
the Peoples Right , as to lime them in their Choiſe, be- 
yond or beſide the limit of known Law and Cuſtome ? 
Butche whole people (after too palpable Experiment of - 
the Lofle of their ancient Liberty,)will never be flatter'd 
into eternal bondage to- any _ or Faction by _ 
told of a new Diſcovery of an un right, by thoſe. 
men thathavedeprived them of their old ; Nor will they - 
ever be made believe, that their Lawful Supreme Magis 
rate , whom (they very well know) God hath ſet over 
11s inferiovr to them, &, 
But, how little truth there is in- the fore-recited. Pun - 
B 2 ciple, 


An Ajiſwer to the Armies Plea: 


ciple;F That Supreme Magiſtrates are inferiour to the whole; - 
tha about every individual,) it evidently appears ,-in 
that it plainly figaifies little leſſe than a contradiRtion : 
For, what is it bot every individual inany number.what- 
ſgever, that makes up the whole ? Or if 1t- be.meant not- 
of every, but of any one, ſeverally taken, it ſignifies no- 
thing ; unleſſe it be, That the Supreme Magultrate is.ſu- 
periour only to Thomas, and William,and Famesand Fohy, 
t9 wit, {everalty, bue not;joynily «- And, it this were true, 
itwould indeed be a braye encouragementto any. power- 
ful party that ſhould oppoſe the Pablick Weale, and ſeek 
the ſubverſipn of the. Fundamental Laws, Cuſtomes, and 
Canſtitation-of,the, whole Civil , Body of the Kingdome. 
And how ſoon ſuch a, Party, well armed, will call them- 
ſelves the Whole, experience nog: hagh caught all men. 
ta know: And then all.the reſt ofthe whole. Nation is at, 
their mercy, and that without remedy: For the Supreme 
Magiſtrate hath ng. authority. over-them as they,are- a 
combined pack ok Rebels conjoyne&in a cloſe can(piracy,,. 
Whatſoeyer authority He may have over every jnaividgal,; 
in. ſeveraliy from the-ref,now call'd rhe whole, .Who ſecs 
not that this Dogrine "is megrly; Anabapriſtical, ſtriking 
at, the root of all Magiſtracy properly, loicalled?, Fox what- 
ſoever powercag be- pretended or upagined tp be-ig. the'- 
whole people, (which is indeed cheywbole,) it;is ng ſuch - 
thing as Magiffracy, And if there, beany.tuch power that. 
ca0 juſtlynulli&e or check: 2/1 Magiſtracie, the moſt rigid 
Anaboptfts,will require a9 more , .to- warrant iany-enter-- 
| prize for the utter ſubverſion. of it.. But, thatchere ſhould 
uxleed begny poiyer ina Nation, (beſide: the natnral yi- 
gour that is in them, ), but only-the Civil power of Magj- 
ftracy,isa mcer Chir era, All the,individuals., and every 
one put togethe (the Magiſtrate, excepted) are but #ri-- 
| we pry fons, end yd wikh.ng ware.ciyil authority changny 
| ONE - 
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An Anſwerto th? Arnnes Plea.” 


on of them is by himſelf alone.: Coaſequently, the Su- / 


preme Magiſtrate muſt needs be. aboye and Superiour to 
the Whole numb of themall, There is/a ſure way of ar- 
guing in Logick , which they call Indu#&0n; by which, 


out of a full enumeration.of every igdividual,an Univerſal 


is undoubtedly concluded : And Hniverſal is:-that: Whole 
that is made up of nothing elſe but-of eyery particular or 
individual contain'd under ir, That theSupremeMagiſtrate. 
tizerfore is Supreme to every individual (without excepti- 
on,) (which-are meer me perſoags all) but: inferiour to- 
the Univerſal: or whole 
(at beſt)for the whole weight of mens ſalvation to rely up- 
On;-it being no leſſe than damndizon that God hath already 
denounc'd againſt them that pradticallyer in this particular, 
Beſides, 1t may behere confidered,,that that which in. 
every Nation makes the feveralindiyiduals trobecome one 
Whole, is that whereby they are: incorporated as members. 
of the CaviÞBody ofa Kingdom or Common- wealthz- and 
that is, the ariciently received, .accuſtomed fundamental. 
conſticution of it : This therefore diſſolved, either inall, . 
or in-any of the Eſſentials ofit, the whole Compages and. 
joynting-together of this Body is utterly diſſolved with ix, . 
It rows tx: the Supreme Magiſtrate, (who, in every an» 
cient Kingdom can be na other but the Kiog,). being the . 
fole Head of che Civil wm on ſuch, be taken away, ſup- 
preſſed and baniſhed, and the Kingdom. (by conſequence). 
ceaſe to be what it was and hath eyer been, the people are- 
no more one Fhole (however helq,together by conſtraint). 
than a heap of ſtones; and the only! foundation,of true ju-- 
ſtice, and of alkcivil adminiſtration - that can be juſt, is ta- 
kenaway And ; l 
other cauſe, it bath eyer been/a maine and fundamental, 
Maxim in ti:elawotEngland,That the King can never dy.., 
' It can neveutherefarebe poſlible in tivs or inany; other . 


Kingdom, , 


, (for all that, is too mugha nicety. - 


eo. prevent this fatal miſchief, and for no, 


T3: 


| Thetemh, 


© Others a better right to re-enforce the old, 


An Anſwer tothe Armies Plea." 
Kingdom, for the Whole Body to deſtroy the Head, but - 
that Body rouſt be felo de [e, andutterly-ceafe to be any 
Body at all. This Whole therefore can nefer in Law, or 
right reaſon,or common juſtice have any Seperzority above 
the Supreme Magiſtrats, to any ſuch effect, 

That the Eſſemial End of all Kings, Rnulers, Lawts and 
Governments is the Common peace, juſtice, and ſafety of the 

cope. | 

: Ir his principle may be true;bnt can be nothiag to thoſe 
mens purpoſe that ſeek vo juſtifie the utcer diſſolution of 
the w Civil Government thereby, There is not a 
Government in any Nation in the world, but in ſome uſa» 
ges, Cuſtomes, Offices, Officers, Lawes or adminiſtrati- 
ons may be apparently obnoxious to ſome obliquities and. 
deviations from the true Endof Goverament : Shall ther- 
fore the Government ic ſelf be blameds Shall it wholly 
be diſſolved 2 Shall private perſons do i? Or ſhall it be 
lawful for thoſe (in what capacity foever) to ſeek the ſub- 
verſion of it that have {worn to maintain it ? Any vio- | 
leat change in a Government brings more and greater 
evils with it, than can ever be removed by it; and perhaps, 
the ſam that were complained of in a far greater meaſure, 
and with leſſe hope of remedy, * The total diſſolution of 
aGovernment (that not reſerved that is moſt eſſeatial ta 
it,) infers an Wniverſal Parity, leaving none in' more juſt 
authoriry than other, And it muſt needs be ſo, For, 
(the only known Legal Government once diſfolyed,) 
what ſhould -ſuch j»ft authority in any over others be 
gtounded on'? What then have any to do in ſetting up a 
new Government mote thanothers? And have not 
any cat 
ever have toereft a new? Nothing can here make a dif- 
ference, but meer force and violence; than' which ; no-' 
thing in the world is more diteQly oppoſite te w. is, 
crwy 


' Art Anſwer tothe Armies Plea. 
traly j#ff, And, it would be- remembred;”That,' videxce 
is never of any long continuance , bur Turnings, ant Over- 

- tarnings will have their certain revolutions, till Force ſhall 
ceaſe, and Fuſtice come in place, whoſe inſeparable a& ic 
is, to reſtore toevery one his right, | 

If the common peace, juſtice, and the ſafety of the 
people be the End of Government, then. is Goyernment 
the Means to that End ; which no Governmene can ever 
be, it it be xt juſt : And no new Government ever can 
be fach, - And the Change of an ancient Government in 
any Original and Fundamental part, is- the ereQing of 'a 
New one. And fot this cauſe it is, that the Wiſdom of 

God in Solomon commands us to fear the Lord and the 
King, and forbids to meddle with them that are given to- 
change : to wit, becauſe the change of 'a ſettled and an- 
cient Government (eſpecially, without an univerſal con- 
ſent, as well of the Governours, as of che goveined,) is: 
neceſſarily #njuff : (beſides the moſt unjuſt Subverſion of 
the great End, the common peace, and ſafety of the people, 

-1n theeffeQing of it.) For, though other Forms of Go- 

- yernment be juſt in themſelves, yet none can be juſtin this 
or any other Nation, but that which is eftabliſhed upon. 
the only proper foundations of juſtice init : and what are 
thoſe, but rhe fundamental Lawes, Rights, Cuſtomes and. 
Pofleflions that have ever inviolably and immutably con- 
tinned jn it,(which haye no other foundation belide or be- 

' yond thetnſelves, and which all particular Lawes and $an- 
Qiors are eſtabhſhed upon ;) For, if theſe be norithe w#- 
queſtionable Rules and Meaſares of Juſtice in this Nation, 

' Can:never come tO be agreed on what Juſtice is,or what: 
is juſt, Hence itis, that, fince the violent caſting down: 

. of theſe foundations, {that is, de fat#o,) people. tdlke of 

Juſticeat all ventare; "waking no Law Dwineor Hu- 

want, but their own Wlf-willot fanlieeire only meaturect; 

+ whatthey call juſt; That: 
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That no Governowrs. or Governments .are to be continaed 
#nd tolerated which are direfy and plainly deftruitive unto 
the chief end of their Original appointment, yiz, Common 
Good, | 

Let this be the Major; and then the Minor muſt be 
this; But, alf the Governours, and che whole Goverament 
of this Nation (under which the people bave long flouriſh- 
ed in wealth and peace,) was, all on the ſudden, become 
direitly and plainly deſtructive ro Common Good. Ergo, 
The Government of this Nation, or any of the Gover- 
nours thereof-are not to be continued and tolerated, 

W hat if t!:is Concluſion were true ? May ſuch Gover- 
nouts or Governments as are not to be continued and tole- 
rated, be taken away and deſtroyed by private hands 2 
When $»/w:s ſuch a Governour, and not to be continu- 
ed, did David(though already in Savls roome anoynted,) 
ſeek to deſtroy him? No ; but, as the Lord liveth (ſaid 
he) the Lord ſball ſmite him, or his day ſhall come to aye, or 
be (ball deſcend into battel and periſh, Elſe, what ſecurity 
could there ever be to the, beſt Governours or Govera- 
ments in the world * How eaſe a thing is it for any pri- 
vate perſon, tranſported with prejudice or paſſion, to di- 
ſcerne (as he thinks) the Magiſtrate (how good ſoever he 
be)to be direttly and plainly deflradtive to Common Good ? 
There can no ſeditious party ariſe but muſt needs be of 


that perſwaſion:: Shall chis then Legitimate an Inſurre- 
-Qion 2. Or, ſhall it be lawful for any one among them to 


do as Reviliac, or 3s Felton did ?- And, againſt the. only 
Ancient and Legal Government it ſelf, (upon which all the 


; Authority in che whole Nation neceſſarily depends) all 


perſons whatſoever are but private men, | 
. But, the Concluſion. muſt needs be falſe, becauſe both 
the premiſes aref0: And firſt, the Major which is tbe prin- 
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whichican be deſtructive (as is ſuppoſed) to the 'chief End 
of its own appointment, The general good of Govern» 
ment muſt needs be competible co every lawtul kinde of 
Government, under what corruption ſoever, Therefore 
every Government, which is the only lawful Government 
of any Nation, muſt be'continued and tolerated,to avoid 
as well unlawful uſurpation as lawleſfſe Anarchv; ( one. of 
which muſt otherwile jnevitably enſue,) and only the cor- 
ruption be taken away, (if any be found init,) The M- 
or Propoſition (which, to make that Principle applyable 
co the preſent practice, muſt needs be added,) is matter of 
fa& , to wit, That all the Goyernouts and the whole Go- 
vernment of this Nation were drretly and plainly deſtru- 
ivero the Chiet End of their appointment. | 
Tobe deſtrutive to the Chiet End of Government, 
is apparently inconſiſtent with any lawful kinde of Go- 
verament, that is really ſuch, as Monarchy (for certain) is: 
Nor isany ſuch Government capable(as long as it remain- 
eth ſuch,) of any pofſiblecorruprion that can-deſtroy that 
End, viz, Common Good; which, nothing but the evil 
of Anarchy can (direi#ly and plainly) be deſtrucive of, Ic 
is as unlawful therefore to —_ a lawful Government 
of any kinde, (juſtifiable againſt all other by the preſcrip- 
tion of all time paſt, Jas jt1s to introduce the Oppoſiteto 
the inſeparable End of it; to wit, Univerſal Miſchief, The 
inſeparable Effe& of Anarchy , or, Univerſal Injuſtice, 
the unſeparable Adjun@ of Uſarpation, The Endof Ml 
Government, (which is that Common Good , by which 
the Comman Evil of Anarchy and of unjuſt Uſurpation 
is taken away) being inſeparable from it, the Suppoſition 
of this Principle, That Governowrs and Governments can 
be defirufFive to Common Good, is a Contradition in ad- 
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'puBlick Treaſury, were never weſted by the people in their Su- 
preme Governonrs, but for their uſe. peace, and ſafety. þ 
If theſe were never known in any former age te be in 
any other hands, but have ever been in the actual poſſeſſi- 
on of the Supreme Magiſtrate time out of minde, and be- 
yond the mention of any certain Hiſtory, who 1s able to 
ſay they were ever bythe people veſted in them? It the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate beentruſted of God, whoſe peculiar all 
Government is, and not of man, or men, whoſe it is nor; 
as the power of Government, ſo the finews of that power, 
(the Treaſuries and the M#litra) muſt needs aHo be inveſt- 
edin Him, not of the people, or any other, but of God 
alone,  - 
All along it may be obſerved, how the Polititians of 
theſe times haveraked Hell for their policy, Plato and 
Ariftale, and other Heathens,who thought the world was 
from eternity, and never knew the only true God, much 
lefle that he was the Makerand Creator of it, did not un- 
derſtand, that thewhole Government of the world, and of 
the Nations of it, was, in right of Creation and Conſer- 
vation, H# peculiar; Ando, (not ſo mach as owning the 
true God,) conld not'imagin whence Civil power ſhould 
ariſe, it nor from the'peopte, ' But -char (evenrander the 
profeſſion 6f Chriſtianity) this old*Heatheniſme' ſhould 
obtiina Reſurre&ion in the policy of a Chriſtian Nation, 
is a very fad preſage! . 

* Since God, as the worlds Creator and Conſervartor, 1s, 
of his own right, the only Govetnionr thereof , none can 
ever juſtly govetn,but by Communion therein with Him, 
in whom'itever mult infeparably-remain, For, all Do-' 
minion, and porver, and glory are {o properly His, that the. 
property of them-can never be made over abfolnrely to apy ' 
. other, Whoſoever therefore hath a juſt Right to 80+ 

ver, hath ic only by Communion: therein with Got, as 
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Hi Miniſter ig the adminiſtration of it, and fiot from 
men, Hence it was,thatthe 7/rae/ites (of old) when they 
delired'to bavea King as other Nations had , ' went and 
made their addrefledirely and immediately ro God. For, 
wll chen; God had kept the adminiſtration it (elt over 
thatpeople in his own. hand ; which isan evident indica- 

tio whereand in-whom. all civil power is properly recide- 

ing ; and this plautly ſhews that tron Him alone it. can be 

communicated to themthat are His Miniſters in the for- 

mal-di{penf{ation of it. In as much then as the civil pow-= 

er cannot be diſpenſed without the pablick Mzlitia and. the 

publick Treaſury, theſe alſo as well as'the/ power it (elf are 

entruſted by'God into the hands of His Supreme Miniſter 

and 'Viicegerent,and not by the people, More eſpecially, 
the Milztea, being the more publick Sword of jaſtice, can 

never juſtly be inany hand, bur his, towhom God himſelf, 

the only Lordof lite, delivers it. 


That whatſoever Laws, Uſage, or Cuſtoms are againſt the Thh 1 3th, | 


Laws of true Religion, Reaſon, Nature and Grace, ave irrels- 
£10us, unreaſonable, unnatural and graceleſſe ; and therefore 
Nul and void in their very making, and cannot one 

Bur, Such were,and are,allthe knownLaws,Ulſages and 
Cuſtomes of Englaxd, by which the-true, and only. lawtul 
Government by King, Lords, and Commons affembled in 
Parliament, have been originally conſtituted, and have hi- 
therto continned. Ergo, All thoſe Laws, Uſages and Cu- 
ſtomesarenull and void, and were ſo in their very making, 
and cannot oblige, - That muſt be the Aſſumprion , and 
this the Concluſion ; or elſe; the Principles nothing but 
ſomany ewpry words, which ſignifie juſt nothing', as 70 
the preſent prattice. c CINETT 
*  - Butthe Conclufion- muſt-needs be falſe,” becauſe the 
Affumpcion is nor only falſe, bur impMible to be true ; 
| unleBircat berttpughe aching 
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ftian Nation ſhould at firſt commence, and for many hut 
dreds of years uphold, maintainand continue ſuch a Go- 
yernment as isfounded upon ſuch Laws, Uſages and Cu- 
ſtomes as are againſt the Laws of that true Religion that is 
profeſſed by them; and not only that,but againſt reaſon, 
nature and grace z, and conſequently. , irreligious, unrea- 
ſonable, ungatural and graceleſſe, - Such a Government 
certainly there neither is, nor ever was, it any Nation, 
Chriſtian, Mahumetan, or Heathen: Ic being a thing im- 
poſſible that any whole Nation ſhould fo far ceaſe to be 
men, aSto ere and continue a Goverament, and eſtabliſh. 
- Laws, and give way to Cuſtomes. that are againſt that rea- 
ſon and humane nature by which they are mer ,- and not: 
Horſes, Mules, Lions, Tygers, Beares, or Wolves : Or, 
that they ſhould be of any Religion good or bad,and make. 
Laws contrary to that Religion that js proteſſed by them, 
The reſult upon the whole matter is-this ; It this im- 
Mble and moſt abſurd Aſſumption be not. true, the pre- 
ent practice upon the confidence ofthe truth of. jr, is nor 
to be juſtified, but to be juſtly condemned, and eirher ro 
be repented of, or finally puniſhed (perhaps in this world, 
but certainly) in the world tocome, 

Next to thoſe Principles, it follows thus ; 

F heſe.and many thelikePrinciples of common reaſon 
have been diſtilled into. the judgments-and conſideration 
ofthe free people of this Nation, by.means whereof it will : 
not. bean eafte matter for any Rulers in any form of Go- 
vernmen« whatſoever,to reduce them again unto their for- 
mer yokes-of bondage and flavery... - | 

Here's-the deſperation of all fixme, ſtable and conſtant; 
ſettlement in any forme of Government whatſoever, For. 
ifthefe Pofarions mult be all-taken for ugdoubted Princi- 
ples,and the pradical Application of them left to privare 
perſons, that is, indifferently tothe free prope of the. Matix: 
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0n.thete can never beany Sedition or TnſurreQion but may 
be juſtified : For if the Parties to/it may themſelves be: 
judges, it were madneſſe in them not ro condemn ſubjeci-,, 
on to the preſent Government ( how good ſoever) to be 
bondage and ſlavery, 

-. Bur, berauſe it is here intimated, that the free people 
of this Nation have been under former yokes of bondage and. 
ſlavery, it would be conſidered, firſt, whether bondage and 
ſlavery was really and truly the condition of the people of 
this Nation in former times: Secondly, how much worſe 
their condition of ſuch former (falſely called) rewers 6 and 
ſlavery was, than che (pretended) Lberty, wherewith they: 
have fince been vexed, harraſſed, impoveriſhed and (little: 
leſſe than) ruined 3 and under which they muſt expe to; 
ſuffer the ſame horrid ExaRtions of immenſe ſums of mo- 
ney, as long as any new Government ſhall ſtand;which can- 
no longer ſtand than the vaſte charge of a huge Army ſhall 
uphold it, * This the poorenflaved and miſerably depte(- 
fed free people of this Nation doall in general fo very wel! 
underſtand, (it having with heavy ſtrokes been beaten in- 
fo their heads; ) that afery ſugared words, and fair promi- 
ſes (from chem that profeſle they will keepnone; and have. 
broken all they have already made, though bound with 
facred and ſolenme Oarhs;)will never|be heattily beleived, 
or mach regarded. | 

Bur, if'under the: ancient Government there was any. 
ſuch thing as real bondage and flavery:(befide the bondage 
which poot Copitoldersare ſtill like to:endurewnder thoſe 
that knew how to free themſelves: from: the Court of 
Wards;)-it would be.confidered whether the fault wes-in 
the Law, or in the forme of Government, orin-: the Office 
of governing, ot-in the perſons 1n whom the publick-Ad- 
miniſttation-reſided ? | | 


The Government and the-Forme of :it; were certainly | 
VW. 1T-: + F 
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without: exception : For, three {hmplo forggs of Govern- 
ment therearethat are lawful and juſt in them(elves by the 
.coatefhion of. all men:; and the ancieht and only lawful 
Government of this Nationhath- all chart is good in all 
the three; and is therefore in it Ye/f- rhe beſt Governmene 
intheworld, - Conſequently chere could beno-faulr,'un- 
leſs: it were inthe perſonal Adminiſtration ;, and ther; ie 
would'again-be confidered, whether there: was, any fuch: 
thing as was reputed a tault ; and whether that, that was 
deemed a fault, were any tault at all, ſtace they that will 
deſpiſe dominion,and ſpeak evil of dignities,will alſo. ſteak 
evil of thoſe things which they know not; - And then whe- 
they any/Governours are _ t0 a: Papel thfallibility, 
under the penalty of having their heacs taken off at their 
own gates?  AndJaſtly, Whether it be juſt to punith and 
perſecutewith the Sword, and utterly to.drive into eter- 
nal Exite,: and for ever to. diſſeize of an ancient inheri- 
tance, Him or them.that have never offended s - : 

Thatghen tha(e in Authority. ſhall neglet# the great Ends 0 
Government, and improve «ll opportunities and advantages 4 
means.of their Power and Grandure, unto their own Perſonal 
and Family emtereſt ;, eſpecially when they ſhall wilfully, and a- 
gainſt rommun and univer[alreaſon, att contrary thereunto,to 
the apparent danger of. common [afety, they dttermine their 
Amnthority ;, and having in ſuch caſes | wg "their care and 
reſts tothe peoples protettion and welfare, they likewiſe quit 
the people from their allegiance and obedience. 

If by thoſe in Authority. be meant thoſe that..-have 'no- 
more Authoritythan what the ſundry pretegadersto-it have 
really had, ſince the ſupprefiing of the known, legal and: 
true Parliament of England ;.their improving all oppottu- 
nities:and:advantages to their own perſonal and family in- 
tereſt, is no more than what in reaſon could: he ,expedied, 
from-rhem; .. Andvif rheyithat [fart npſach» fange Au- 
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thoricies, which England harhi evetheterofore been hap. = 
pily unacquainted wÞB3ifAill” rake Thenvddvindghin tt 
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F But if by thoſe in Authority be meant thefull,” whole, 
equal and free Parliament of: Eavtaxd, in its aycient 2nd 
legal conſtitution; thar ſach an ntyre” and. tre Pathis- 
ment, conſiſting of thePtince, the Peers;and the whole 
_ people ( in their equal Repreſentative) - ſhould all <on- 
{pire together(there beingno juſt power in any ont of thoſe 
three eſtates to make a-binding Law without the other 
tw2, or inany two without the thitd,)robeſa groſlely un- 
righteous as to improveal! their pawer joytaly to their ſe: 
veral perſonal and family imerſts; (it it were poſſible;) bt 
ſhould all at once tall ints ſo high a degre. of folly or luna- 
Cy as wilfully to at againſt common and wniverſal Realon ; 
and that,to the 4ppartit dinger of Common Safety, wherein 
their ovn ſhare is greater'than of tencirfies ſo many other 
men ; Surely;to inaginefucha-thing firſt, and then to 
ſuppoſe it as'probable, and more thaty that) to infinuate 
tharit hath been ſo done #e faFo, and pratfically to con- 
clade from thence, that the People; (that is, they that Will 
be: call'd the people,) atequitred froth their Allegiaties, 
and frogtalt Obettience to their onlylawful Goyernoms, 
andthe ancient futdamenral and onlylawful Goveramment 
of the Nation z what to call this, ro give it aproper title, 
will require ſome time to conſider, | 
1 That ds all Lawes, Starnes, As and Ordinantes, ſo al The 15th; | 
Eneatranents, Pronidſes, and Proteſtations, all Acknowledgc- | 
ments; Subſcriptions; Vowes and Oathy, ah, and dll-nanner 
of 9 Ox and Expreſſions thertof, ure only binding unto 
the Publick Safety, and na at all to the Perſons of the 'Gover- 
wours, of iformes of 'Governmemt, but with refertmee there- 


| 


;Thatwhichis here infinuated& muſt be ſo underſtood, (i 
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all chis be any thing ar-2ll to the juſtification of the preſet 
pradfice of ſuppreſiing by a lawleſle power alt the funda- 
mental laws of the land,S the whole anczent & lawful Go- 
yernment thereof,) is; that all the ſaid Laws,and the whole 
Government it (elf are utter]y inconſiſtent with, and cer- 
tainly deſtructive to the Publ k Safety : That is, all our 
Law-givers, Kings-and Parliaments in all former ages 
were either ignorant of what was conducing to that End, 
or malicjouſly bent-againſt itz and the whole people that 
have generally promiſed, proteſted, coyenanted and ſworn 
to maintain the ancientGovernment and the known Laws 
of the Land, were either all out of their wits when th 
did it, or never had any, till che Light, the Light of theſe 
rare Principles came forth, and ſhined upon them, And 
yet (for all that,) the Publick Safety (which was neyer 
much endangered till cheſe bleſſed dayes) hath been ever 
hicherto effecually preſerved,. no man can imagine how ! 
But if this new Doctrine may paſle for current,the Uſe 
and End of all Promiſes, Covenants, Proteſtations and 
Oaths is utterly loſt ; and cunſequenely, it muſt be a ta- 
gc Gods name in vaine to promiſe any thing upon 
Oath in any caſe, For needs muſt that be in vaine that can 
never attain the End that is pretended for it, The only 
end of an Oath by which a Promiſe is confirmed, is the 
ungqueſtionable aſcurance of the effeual performance of 
that which is promiſed : If then in this, he that promiſeth 
may be taſt or looſe, as he himſelf ſhall judge the real per- 
formance conducing or not conducing to Publick Salbry, 
the undoubted Aflurance which that Oath ſhonld cauſe 
being the greateſt uncertainty,theOath is abſolately taken 
in vain; and conſequently perjurious in the very taking of 
it, as well asin the enſuing contempt, it not : 
For,that God is not invoked in the Oath taking to give 
teſtimony to a lye, muſt meerly depend upon the fallble | 
opinion 
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6pinion'of :eviy werhat, takes that Oath, touching whit 
i50ris not conducible-to Publck Safety, + 7 fr 54 

And whereas it is ſaid, that Promiſes, Proteſtations 
and 'Oaths are onlybinding unto the Publick Tons can 
be nothing more abominably and ſcandaloutly falſe; For, 
that rhe ſpecial marter'ofthe Promiſe or the thing prom- 
ſed by th, is that only thing to which the Oath and-the 
Promiſe (as ſuch) do properly oblige, is a truth too appa- 
rent to be contradicted, or doubted of, Otherwiſe, when 


a Witneſſe hath ſworn, or promiſed by Oath, to Peak the 


whole tiath,' ga nothing but the trath, he may ſafely negle& 
this ſpecial matter of his Oath, and ſpeak anything ior a0” 
thing/incafe he be 'convinced.in his judgment thar the 
diſcovery of fuch' a truth is inconvenient - for the Publick 
Safety. If the caſe be not the ſelt-ſame, when men have' 
ſwornor:promiſed by Oath,zo brar faith and true Alleriante 
16 the Kine his heirs,' and lawful ſucceſſors; wherein lies the 
differences Why doth not the: Oath inthis caſe b11d fm-* 
ply ro the' ſpecial matter of it, as well as inthe former, or' 
in any other ? mo 40! a 2 ON 
It Oaths be binding only. to the Publick Safety , orto: 
ſome ocher real or pretended End;9vs not « all ts the perſons 
of theſemento whomthe promiſes (thereby confirmed, 
are made, nor t0 the ſpecial matter, to wit, the' aQial and 
effeual performance of what is promiſed, two groſſe ab-' 
ſardities will _ z _ , t : © there 'can be noſuch 
thing:asptrjury,or breach of Oath commitred-by any per- 
ory i priate. Forthat.man is'tn4d that will 
everjudgethattd be Publick Safety , wherein\his own is 
not-inclnded; 'and a mans -vwnſafety is that which every* 
man doth- naturally and neceſfarily*defire; and 'moſt Ear-" 
neſtly purſue (according to his power, and the uttermoſt” 
of his underftandingyin all hisaftions': Therefore, it -an: 
Oathbinds only co chis End, he JP aiming at this, 
in 
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in the non-performance of his- Oath, is guilty of no breach of 
it, in what cale ſoever it be; and ſo, perjury is fmply -im-- 
poſſible in any. cafe imaginable. 213.6 
The ſecond is, That all promiſes confirmed by-Oaths, 
are to no purpoſe atall, (be the caſe what it-will, or can ;), 
Pax, they either have-no binding force at all, or theyimuſt: 
needs binde tothe perfarmance of them , and that: to: the: 
erſon or perſons © whom they are made : if therefore they. 


'binde to .nexthervf theſe, they ſignifie juſt- nothing; © and. 


conſequently, all Oaths taken in. confirmation of them are 
abſolute perjuries-and blaſphewies, For, the Oath:bindes: 
oaly and preciſely. to whatcbe promiſedoth;z; becauſe the: 
Oath: bindes only to make good the;promiſe, atcbthe pro- 

wiſecannot be madein the aire, but muſt- neceffarily be 
made to ſome perſonor perſons; It therefore the promiſe 
binde not. to:theperſansof thoſe men to whom igismade; 

not to the performance of \what:is pramiſed,no more doth 
the Oath; . and-ſo nothing"atal} comes of either, -but pal-- 


- pable wrong to the-perſonsabuſed .and deluded; by them, . 


_ a blaſphemous invocation.of God to be witneſſe to. 
&UYEC; OTE KOT | 

The Authors. of/ equivocitions. and mensal: refervati- 
ons had not-the-yit-to think of this new. device.z.to:elude: 
the-Oaths-of Allegiance and Supremacy: Thoſe inventi- 
ans. were but-toyes.to this, Fhis had they: happily:hit on, 
and-couldin their-little modeſty baveowned, they: might: 
eeſabnmking ofthoſe Oaths 2s Jawful;,even in. 
the:plaine: ſenſe which the wards do: expreſſely-figmifie, 
tough they hed, held the.rezh.and aQtual performance of- 
them neyerſo un/awful; Fornow, theyand allthe world; 
ae taught(to:the highScandal ofthe Proteſtant Profefli-. 
ON,) that:all Qaths: and-other. Obligations. Gofwhar-kinde 
ſpever) axe aw/-at fl binding either: toithprealandtrue per 


fqumence of them. or tgphe perſons of chaſe to whom. he 


are-- 
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are'made, (though both theſe be expreſſed in the plaine 


wards of the Oath) but only tothe Publick Safety, (thongh 


this benever mentioned at all therein:) Thus might thofe 
holy Fathers have eluded the Obligation of thoſe Oiths, 
and of all other putupon them, or upon any of their party: 
Efpecially, if they had conſidered withal, that that which 
was Publick Safety to their foes, was no Publick Safety t0 
———Y leaft of all included in it:)and fo the 
ſaid Oaths could binde them tonothing at all,if ozly ts that 
which'they (in all reaſon) muſt eſteem the Publick Safery, 

Pſal. 15, Lord, who ſhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, crc, —= 
He that h to his own hurt, and changeth not, | 

Alfo, that Oaths ſhould be binding only to the Pub- 
lick Safety, andnot at all to the perſons to whom they are 
made, nor to the real and true performance of what is pro- 
miſed thereby , is irreftagably 'confuted ' by the ex- 
ample of the Oath of Foſhsa and the Princes of 1/ra&1ro the 
Gibednites, How comes the Oath of Allegiance (back'd 
by thoſe 9ther, of the Proteſtation and the Covenant,) to 
be leſſe binding to the perſons of the King and his Heirs, 
chan that was to the perſons of the Gibeonrtes ? And how 
ts real and efſetFnal performance leſle neceſſary for the avoid- 
ing of perjury now, than it was then? Ler all the Chap- 
-lains of 61d O lay their heads together to give a clear ca- 
tegorical anſiver, 

But this will appear tobe the harder undertaking, if ir 
be farther conſidered,thar,by the late and preſent practice 
upon the Principle aforeſ2id, two of thoſe three qualifica- 


tions which God * himſelf hath annexed to all Oaths, are , Jer. 4.2 


utterly deſpiſed and made nothing of; to wit, Truth and 
Righteouſneſſe, For, firſt, the Trath thar muſt be found in 
the Oath, conliſteth in the full Congruity of the thing pro- 
miſed (in the real performance of it,) with the words of the 


oath, under which the promiſe is made; As, in the Oath 
; D 2 of 
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of Allegiance, F, 4..B, do promiſe, that from henceforth:[ 
ſhall bear faith and true Allegiance to the Kings Highneſs, his 
Heirs and lawful Succeſſors : If the Faithand true Allegi- 
ance to the King and his Heirs here promiſed,do and ſhall 
fully anſwer to the words of the Qath henceforth; th 

in that coxeruity of the thing: promiſed (and effeQually 
performed) with'the expreſſe words of the promiſe, is the 
truth of that Oath; But, if this.7ruth.be wilfully negle&> 
ed, and the contrary thereto (upon wharſoever pretence) 


admitted, it is (unayoidably) the moſt abſolute and formal 


perjury that men can ever poſhibly.-begutlty of, And then, 
if !ruth be wanting, the other.qualificatien of Righteou&- 
neſſe muſt needs be ſo, For if. the Faith angttue Allegi- 
ance promiſed were not due by Law (as by all Law,Divine 
and Humane, itis,) yet the ſolemne and expreſle promiſe 
ofit,and that upon Oach,muſt needs put the duenefſle of ir 
paſt all diſpute, Therefore the failer of truth,in'the diffor- 
mity between the duty promuſed,. and- the words . of the 
promiſe (which the Oath includeth,) doth neceſlarily ins 
fer the failer of Righteonjmeſt alſo;.it being the ſpecial and 
proper a&t of Righteouſneſle, * to render to all their dues: 
If the righteous ſcarely be ſaved.*, where ſhall the #arighte« 
0485 (and perjurious too) appear 2 

There is another device- to elude (if-God could be, 
mocked) the Obligation of this Oath : And that is, That 
when they took it, they then did really and truly intend to 
perform it, (though they. have ſeen cauſe ſince to be of ans 
other minde: ) and, that the ryuth of that their firſt - intexr 
tion,is all the truth that. belongeth to the Oath for ever at- 
ter, How cunning fome men can be, to damn their ſouls ! 
Meer Polititiags and formal Atheiſts maſt.they needs be, 
that can with any confidence put all the little hope they 
haveof Heaven upon the validity of that,which(upon the 
leaſt conf;cejation)muſt needs appear to themſelyes to (i 


nite 
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nifie juſt-nothing, For, ( unleſſe they took the Oach 
with no judgment,.) they cannot but know, that-their 
inward intention'ot keeping it, was not:{o:much as men- 
tioned therein : Nor did they at all ſwear, to intend 
then the performance of it 3 tut, from thenceforth to per- 
form it, Therefore thetruth ofrheir intention (if there 
were any; ) never-was: nor:is anyThing art. all-ro that 
ſpecial truth -which, ought :from-+thenceforth (that. is, 
in all time to come;)to be bound: in. rhe ſpecial matter 
of the Oath, which is only' and preciſely thereal and 
effetual performance of that formal at and duty , of 
bearing faith and true” Allegiance, And , 25 the pre» 
tended truth of intention, is nothing to the truth, or 
is- not the formal- cruth of the real performance of that 
duty, (which is the: only thing promiſed by. the Oath;) 
So is it nothing at- all-;conducing - to the ſpecial and 
proper nd of it: For, the: End of that Oath was not 
to diſcover the ſecrets- of mens hearts, (the knowledge 
whereof belongs to none, but God and themlſelyes,) 
but- to bind them to their External and Civil duty, 
The failer of truth rherfore as touching this, is (with- 
out all contradiion) that foul and groſle. perjury, for 
which there can be no Apology, nor pardon without re- 
pentance.. . bs 
It this Nation-therefore ſhould fo far. forget their 
natural and neceſſary duty of Allegiance to their 
only lawful Soveraign., as to break through the 
ſtrongeſt obligation of this moſt: ſolemne-publick and 
legal Oath and dive1s-others by which they haye pro- 
miſed and ſworn the due performance ot ir , ſuch.a 
National Wickednefle committed in an open, bold, 
2nd daring manner, 'involving an Atheiſtical defiance 
of the God of Tiuth by whom they, haye {worn, 
would yery. ſoon draw down. upon them a National 


and. * 
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and Fatal judginent ; -ardthat infabiikly + And the rea 
ſon- hereof 'is , becauſe rhis 'kind of:impiety not only 
difhonours God obliquely ,” (as all finne doth , )) -buc 
dire&ly carkens the plory of God'in > 297 Attri- 
buteof Truth , wherein he alone-excelleth all ;other that 
ere falſely called (0, And becauſe the ſcandal of the wil- 
ful breach of this National Oath:can kao no limit, 
it can be no 1efe than a total Eclipling (as much 'as in 
men lies) of the glory of 'God (which he will « with 
at RO rate) .in theeyes of all the Nations of the world, 
Andin this kind of fin, this is fingular and proper, 
that ; tor this ,*4f .wilfully committed, ..no: man may 
Pray , that God would remit or--avert; che temporal 
and ſpeedy vengeance 'that' is-due. unto. it :; becauſe 
this is the. only proper Fxpedient for that neceſſary and 
indifpen{able Vindication of a in the eyes of 
men;being'by 'that- kind-of: ſm. cauled. (as mach 95 ;in 
men lies) to be Uifrepured among all other - Nations 
to be the God of Trath; 'Or, the only true God, And the 
. wilful Breach of this Oath is -the more horrid , in that 
it is committed againſt the higheſt, cleereſt, greateſt 
and moſt publickly known Right in all the world, 1Cor. 
6. 7, 8;-—— Jphy do ye not rather take wrong ? Why do 
ye not rather { er your [elves to be defrauded? Nay, you 
do wrong, and defraud, ayd that your brethren ,, What 
aggravation then were'this ! And that your publick F a- 
ther, even the greateſt nurſing Father of the Church, 
the trueſt Defender of the Paith:, and i(under God) the 
greateſt Patron of the pureſt Profeſſion of that Faich 
inall the- world, and by all-other Nations (holding the 
ſame Profeſſion) ever ſo accounted, 

Bur, leſt they that have never. in their proper per- 
' ſons taken that Oath aforementioned , ſhould think 
themſelves to be little concerned ja it;it ey By 
arther 
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farther noted!, : 1: That the Law of God} by the intet- 
vencion of che'inviolable ahd fundament4 Law of the 
Land '( wirhout ' which the eighth Precepr'as well as 
the fifch; of the moral and eternal Law of God would 
have nothing in«this Land-to-take effe& upon, ) doth 
af id felf. (before:and without that. Oath)- oblige the- 
conſcience of . -one'of- the-free people of this Na- 
tion: to-perform: the--duty of bearing-firh and 'nue 
Allegiance to thelawiab and rightful King and Gover-- 
gour thereof. ':'2 // Thar the -Oath ot Allegiance and- 
every other legal Oath to the like effe&', being once 
taken: bythe whole: Nations! Repteſentative' in+ Par. 
lament; "and/mthecapacity of facvaRepreſentative;.. 
mult neceſſarilpoBiige che Nationtepreſenred | ho lefle- 
than: the- Reprefbntarive i©ifelf ;, and: that 'Caccording! 
ro- the renor of: the :Gath,) from thente forth, that is, 
in. all time to come, And this appears evidently by- 
tie example” of che Oark of thei Pritices 6f -7fras! to 
the: Gileonzres: The Princes being the- whote/ peoples 
Repreſentative, and op _ _ , _ the Princes 

the Congregation, the wholepeopl iged by it, | 
though-nottormally taken bycevery one)and' thatifhr | 
ever afres, And whis;Qappears' by. rhe heavie' judgm ij 
of:Gad'updn "Saw family , forr tandred"and* thirty-* *e27cn3! 
years afeer, for-thebreachof that National Oath; thou | 
He him(elt:hadnever-formally taken it; | | 

Forthough\/aw Gath be v1mcutum perſonals, yer that 
i900 reaſbnwhy- in fack-a caſe it:ſhould not-binge the- 
cankciences! ofthoſe perſong that (Formetly )-'took- it- 
not , buc ratherwhy 1t- ſhonld; to wit, becaufe:thoſe 
perſons that took it, took i not- only in their-own 
formal conn ; (0 many (ingle-men, more : eſpe-- 


aally:in: ick pc rye capacity , 25 
faſtaining tlie: pezſave of alk the reſt of the pedple ; In- 


which 
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which: caſe; theip2ſons \of ' all:other repreſented:iby 
them [are obliged- by'that Oath ; it being-even-to them, 
as.leaſt by zuterpret ation, a,perſonal-Oath;and they them- 
ſelyes-per{onally took. it : For,in this caſe, or any other: 
the like, 2uod quis facit per alium , = per ;ſe's That 
which any -one' doth; by another in his ſtead ,;he doth 
by himſelf. - Theretoxe: as the whole people do-by'their 
freely choſen Repreſentative conſent : to: the; enafting: 
of a, Law, fo to the taking of this legal'Oath; and -ate 
therefore -no  leſſe obliged perſonally. -by both than; 
togeRepeclepreriee, 1:29! w2ii3y wevd 

 Alltbe Perſons: therefore of the, whole people:thar- 
ſhalt- formally conſent to the Breach 'of-this National 
Oath , are '8s formally guilty before'God 'both of that 
Perjury and -injuſtice as any particular perſons ! are.;, 
in. what capacity..or. place of Authority ſoeyer they: 
be; 1 $hing 2600 '-, YO» 63 Of53 315, 1 
-- Theſe are-gll but one, which-is rathegimplyed, 
than- expreſſed ,- and !is- to this effeR”, iz; That-it! 
is lawful \ro',jaſtifie one taiquity by:-another:: | Or ;; 
that,,; becauſe ſome perſons have done fuch:things,.0+: 
thers-/ [may ;do; the; ilike:-. Or!, : (more. expreſſely., ) 
T hat.;: ſfnanger:41nd; wnknimn pratftiſes', never done be-: 
fore, » nor at. -all1; juſtifiable by; any known - Lawts , ind 
( dowbtleſſe #7 reſpect of the letter of the Law, wery al-/ 
legal attions ( and; thoſe in:expreſſe contradiftion to. 
divers. Natignal - Oaths., ). may lawfully "and juftifia- 
bly- be-. done; ;. (and :thar ) oy rien ,'that are not 
the. whole or the ,greaten part of -the whole: number. 
of thoſe, in- whoin the Supreme Government is ( by 
the ancient conſtitution; and/ uninterrupted uſage, and 
known..Law and  Cuſtome' of, the] Nation, ); really: 
and of right- oxiſting-: And .that-ſuch unkhown and. 
ſtrange, practiſes , ( Extending. to: the —__—— 

; a 
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of the only known legal Government ,) being juſti- 
fizble by. no. known Law, Divine or! Humane, by 
no. former Precedent , good or bad ,- nor by an? cer< 
caine Rule and juſt Megfure of Civil Righteonſaets) 
may yer be juſtified by the pretended Lighe of the 
aforeſaid Principles, falſely called Principles of com- 
monReaſcn, Juſtice and. Equity, "0 
What $. renews. of gld- ſaid of the: horrid and 
grolſe — of ——_—— _ the - merre 
covery of them was Canfutation eneugh ," ma | 
wt be ſaid of this no lefle horrid and ieeetical Aller” 
rion, | * 0 F327 nr 
'The pretended Light of the aforeſaid Principles, 
( much like that of the Quakets, is here confeſledly 
oppoſed to all the known Law of the Land, And 
et, beſide the whole body of all the known Laws of the 
and, and true Cuſtomes of the Nation, there is noc 
any thing imaginable , by which the ſeveral perſons 
of it are or can be ly united and y con- 
ſtituted a Civil Body, And, that, where there is no 
Civil Body , there cans be/; ne on Authority, is as 
plain and certain , as that twice two is four, or thrice 
three, nine, By what Authority then could or can 
any ſuch ſtrange and unknown pradtices be done, which 
( by the Actors own confeſſion) are not only beſide, 
but JireRly contrary. to.all known Law * - 
It is impoſſible for 'a ſtream to riſe higher than 
the Fountain out of which it lows, The known Law 
of the Land, and the fundamental Cnſtomes of the 
Nation ( and not the light of any principles of com- 
ro reaſon, w_e all 6 Nations of _—— are - 
ual partakers of,)being the only proper andformal cauſe 
ky the very conſtitution of the Gul B as ſuch, muſt , 


uſt , 
needs be the only fountaig of all Civil Authority and 
| : "a 
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lawfal Power in it: Thi therefore can ever riſe high- 
er, or reach farther chan-that Law, Cuſtome, and 
civil Conſtitution, Therefore whatſoever hath beene 
done ,- by what perſons ſoever , beſide, or beyond, 
or more direly.contrary to the known Law, Cuſtome 
and civil Conſtitution of the Kingdom, hath been done 
by no civil Authority or lawful power, And conſequent- 
, whatſoever hath ſo been done, (by what perſon 
er, Or in what capiacity ſoever, ) muſt neceſſarily 
infer the guilt of that wnrighteovſneſſe, which nothing 
but true repentance can remove; and no repentance 
can be true, if the fin it ſelf be wilfully perſiſted in. 


k 


